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Statement by Dr Jacinta Muteshi Strachan on Behalf of The Girl Genera>on 
 
On Thursday, 7th May 2026, a High Court in The Gambia acqui>ed and discharged three women 
accused of subjecBng an infant to Female Genital MuBlaBon (FGM), resulBng in her death. 
 
We extend our condolences to the child’s family and acknowledge the deep pain, grief, and difficult 
emoBons surrounding this outcome. We also recognise the disappointment many survivors, acBvists, 
and communiBes are feeling as conversaBons on jusBce, accountability, and protecBon conBnue. 
 
It is important to state clearly that the legal ban on FGM in The Gambia remains in place. However, 
this case highlights the urgent need to strengthen the systems, insBtuBonal capacity, safeguarding 
mechanisms, and invesBgaBve processes necessary to ensure jusBce and protecBon for girls. 
 
FGM is violence against children. 
 
It is a violaBon of the rights, dignity, bodily autonomy, and safety of girls and women. In its most 
severe forms, it can result in lifelong trauma, serious health complicaBons, and death. 
At moments like this, we must return to this fundamental reality: girls deserve protecBon from all 
forms of violence. 
 
Ending FGM requires more than legislaBon alone. It requires sustained investment in prevenBon, 
educaBon, community engagement, survivor support services, accountability systems, and 
insBtuBons capable of responding effecBvely to violence against girls. 
 
This moment also reminds us of the importance of solidarity across the movement. Survivors and 
frontline acBvists should not be leU carrying these conversaBons alone. OrganisaBons, insBtuBons, 
and plaVorms working to end FGM have a responsibility to conBnue speaking clearly, supporBng 
affected communiBes, and standing publicly in solidarity with survivors and all those working to 
protect girls. 
 
Across Africa, survivors, women’s rights organisaBons, youth acBvists, faith leaders, healthcare 
professionals, and community advocates conBnue working Brelessly to end FGM. Their leadership 
and commitment remain criBcal. 
 
The Girl GeneraBon remains commi>ed to supporBng African-led efforts to end FGM and strengthen 
systems that protect girls, uphold dignity, and advance jusBce. 
 
I call upon all of us to strengthen our collecBve commitment to safeguarding girls and ensuring that 
violence against children is never normalised, minimised, or ignored. 
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