59 F517 i g 2 T?-HJ-EF ;
f -I! e & : i '!I' g LTt
- :

i

_ etz wthh&glrlgeneratlon org

> .-._&-.; : h,,i?\g::,“ S T 1..-*, i :
ﬁﬁ‘ﬁﬁqk —l B T L W




ABOUT THIS BRIEFING

This country briefing provides up-to-date and easy-to-use facts
and figures about Female Genital Mutilation (FGM) in Egypt

It aims to support activists, campaigners and grassroots organisations with
their advocacy, education and awareness-raising work, as well as giving a
quick overview of the facts for journalists and international organisations
working on the issue. It compliments existing information about FGM in
Egypt; and aims to synthesise and bring key information together into one
place.

This briefing is an outcome of The Girl Generation’s desk review and
consultation with experts and stakeholders in Egypt, and brings in the latest
research available from other sources. Analysis and recommendations
reflect the views of stakeholders in Egypt, not of The Girl Generation alone.

IN THIS BRIEFING

Egypt at a glance

FGM Classifications in Egypt

FGM in Egypt - the numbers
Prevalance of different types of FGM
Who is performing FGM and why
National laws and policies

National framework

Communication on FGM

Emerging issues and trends

VVVVVVVVVYVYY

Gaps and opportunities

ABOUT THE GIBL GENERATION: TOGETHER TO END FGM \ GIRL

GENERATION
The Girl Generation is a communications initiative, providing a global platform for galvanising, Y
catalysing and amplifying the Africa-led movement to end FGM, building on what has already
been achieved. We seek to inspire organisations and individuals, especially youth, across the
most affected countries in Africa and beyond, to end FGM in one generation.

TOGETHER TO END FGM

FGM in Egypt: Country Briefing A v A PG 2
www.thegirlgeneration.or
< girlg g - v A A 4 Py

A


www.thegirlgeneration.org

4

WHATIS FGM? AAAAAAAAAAAA

FGM, also referred to as Female Genital Cutting (FGC), comprises all procedures that involve partial or
total removal of the external female genitalia, or other injury to the female genital organs for non-medical
reasons. FGM is a form of violence against women and girls. In 2012, the UN passed a resolution calling
for a global ban on FGM. The international community recently resolved to eliminate FGM as part of the
Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) (Target 5.3).

WHO classification of the types of female genital mutilation:'

Often referred to as clitoridectomy, this is the partial or total removal of the clitoris (a small,
Type I: | sensitive and erectile part of the female genitals), and in very rare cases, only the prepuce (the
fold of skin surrounding the clitoris).

Often referred to as excision, this is the partial or total removal of the clitoris and the labia mi-
Type ll: | nora (the inner folds of the vulva), with or without excision of the labia majora (the outer folds
of skin of the vulva).

Often referred to as infibulation, this is the narrowing of the vaginal opening through the crea-
Type lll: | tion of a covering seal. The seal is formed by cutting and repositioning the labia minora, or labia
majora, sometimes through stitching, with or without removal of the clitoris (clitoridectomy).

This includes all other harmful procedures to the female genitalia for non-medical purposes,

Type IV: e.g. pricking, piercing, incising, scraping and cauterising the genital area.

EGYPT AT A GLANCE
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KEY EVENTS IN THE
MOVEMENT TO END FGM

Ministry of Public Health issues
a decree against infibulation
(Type Il FGM).

Ratification of the Convention of
the Rights of the Child.

Decree passed forbidding FGM
being performed in government
hospitals and private clinics.
National Council for Childhood
and Motherhood launched.

National Council for Childhood
and Motherhood develops
FGM-Free Village model.

FGM is outlawed in Egypt.

First conviction of a doctor
for performing FGM.

Due to a number of deaths of girls
undergoing FGM, Penal Code is
amended to make FGM a felony and
increase penalties.
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Egypt ratifies the

Convention for the Elimination
of All Forms of Discrimination
Against Women, however does
so with reservations stating that
Islamic Sharia takes precedence.

National Task Force Against FGM
established to conduct research,
support networks, and encourage
dialogue on FGM.

National Council for Women
established by Presidential decree.
NCW'’s aim is to address issues
faced by Egyptian women
including FGM and other forms

of gender-based violence.

Egyptian Ministry of Health and
Population (MOHO) bans medical
practitioners from performing FGM.

New Constitution of Egypt is
developed; this is based on Islamic
Sharia principles and commits to
ending all forms of discrimination
and violence against women, and to
achieving equality between

men and women.
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FGM IN EGYPT - THE NUMBERS
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FGM IN EGYPT - THE NUMBERS

GM IS HIGHEST AMONGST
POOREST GROUPS AND MORE
DREVALENT IN RURAL AREAS

Almost half of

the population
want FGM

to end

of the population support
the continuation of FGM"

HOWEVER, PREVALENCE I3 NOT
DECREASING AT THE SAME RATE
AS ATTITUDES TOWARDS FGM
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PREVALENCE BY LOCATION

PREVALENCE OF FGM
ACCORDING TO PLALE
OF RESIDENCE
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WHY FGM IS PERFORMED A A A A A AAAA

FGM is a deeply rooted cultural practice in Egypt.

Community ties are very strong, with a great deal of social
pressure attached to the continuation of norms and values, and
importance placed on reputation of the family in the eyes of
neighbours and the community. FGM is part of these norms.
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APPROACHES TO ENDING FGM IN EGYPT A A A A

NATIONAL FRAMEWORK

A number of government institutions have

The Egyptian
Doctors
Syndicate
released a

statement

declaring a
commitment to

ending FGM

contributed to the campaign to end FGM in Egypt

Ministry of Health and Population — have played an
instrumental role in championing the anti-medicalisation
movement.

The UN agencies supporting the abandonment of
FGM are the UNFPA, UNICEF and the World Health
Or-ganization. The UNICEF-UNFPA Joint Programme on
FGM/C is very active in Egypt.

The National Population Council - responsible for
developing the National Strategy for the Abandonment

of FGM/C in 2013, and for the Na-tional Media Campaign
in 2015 entitled ‘Enough FGM’, and establishing Doctors
Against FGM.

National Council for Childhood and Motherhood -
enshrined by the Constitution as an independent council
working to end FGM.
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NGOs Coalition Against FGM/C — an expert network
founded in 2011, made up of over 120 organisations from
various sectors which advo-cates to end FGM through
awareness raising and engagement with the medical
sector.

A number of INGOs are actively working to end FGM

in Egypt and have been doing so for many years; these
include Plan In-ternational, Caritas, Girls Not Brides, and
many others.

Population Council has conducted a great deal of
research on FGM in Egypt, including its 2016 report on
the medicalisation of the practice.
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COMMUNICATION ON FGM

T.V. Advertising

Television is overwhelmingly the most popular
medium for communications in Egypt® —itis
watched at an almost universal rate across the
country by 15-59 year-olds with minimal variances
across demographic groups like geography or
wealth. In 2015, 80.6% of women and 90.3% of
men who had received information about FGM
received it via television, making it one of the most
vital resources for the end FGM movement in the
country. National Population Council has made the
most of this resource through its National Media
Campaign of 2015, ‘Enough FGM’ - a television
advertising campaign.

Literacy is not universal in Egypt, with women
making up the disproportionate amount of the
illiterate population. As a result, TV and video are
key to reaching these women. The NGOs Coalition
Against FGM/C is highly active on social media

AAAAAAAA

and makes good use of videos as an inclusive way
to share stories and engage with people from all
backgrounds in Egypt.

Social media also plays a large role in social

and political movements in Egypt — it played an
instrumental role during the Arab Spring and
continues to be a medium used most frequently by
youth.

80.67 of women and 90.3%
of men who had received

information abhout FGM
received it via television

EMERGING ISSUES & TRENDS

MEDICALISATION OF FGM

The medicalisation of FGM is an emerging
and increasing trend in Egypt. Medicalisation
is defined by FGM being carried out by
health personnel and or in a health facility.
Of women in Egypt aged 15-49 who have
undergone FGM, over 33% have had it
performed by a doctor, nurse or other
medical professional; compare this against
girls aged 1-14 and the rate of medicalisation
increases to 67% showing a marked trend
towards the practice being performed by
medical practitioners. Doctors Against FGM,
a programme run by the National Population
Council in partnership with the Ministry of
Health and Population and UNFPA, reports
that doctors often learn directly from ‘Dayas’,
or traditional practitioners, who have no
formal medical training.”
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bAPS AND OPPORTUNITIES

The Egyptian government has attempted to stem
the medicalisation of FGM in Egypt through the
1996 ban against performing FGM in a government
hospital or clinic and the 2008 blanket ban on FGM.
But loopholes still exist that allow the practice

to continue. The 2008 law requires that medical
professionals report any cases of FGM that they
come across, however there is still no law specifying
that performing FGM constitutes a medical
malpractice. Medical professionals, especially those
in rural areas, have economic pressures which
encourage them to continue the practice — they
depend on being accepted in communities to have
new patients and therefore their livelihoods. If a
doctor is not willing to perform FGM, families could
move to a new doctor. For rural doctors, ending
FGM means putting your livelihood at stake.

There are still loopholes in the law that allow the
practice to continue. This is a gap that Doctors
Against Cutting, INGOs and other groups are
working to close through sensitisation trainings with
medical professionals, as well as with community
groups. Much of the work debunks the myth that
FGM is safe if it is performed by a doctor. There is
no medical procedure for FGM that a doctor can be
trained in - the practice will always be improvised
and therefore unsafe.

REFERENCES

High levels of youth engagement in Egyptian

politics presents an opportunity to end FGM.

Young Egyptians are active participants in political
processes and played a lead role in the Arab Spring
movement. They are well connected via social media
and meanfully engage in international and regional
dialogues. Their mobilization in the campaign to end
FGM could reap rewards.
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WHO FGM Fact Sheets http://www.who.int/mediacentre/factsheets/fs241/en/
UNDP Human Development Report 2015 http://www.eg.undp.org/content/egypt/en/home/countryinfo.

html

CIA World Factbook https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/geos/eg.html
UNDP http://www.eg.undp.org/content/egypt/en/home/countryinfo.html
UNICEF https://www.unicef.org/infobycountry/egypt_statistics.html

UNICEF https://www.unicef.org/infobycountry/egypt_statistics.html

28 Too Many Egypt Country Profile http://28toomany.org/media/uploads/egypt_country_profile_final_-_
compressed.pdf

UNICEF https://www.unicef.org/infobycountry/egypt_statistics.html

28 Too Many Country Profile on Egypt

. http://edition.cnn.com/2017/02/06/africa/africa-view-egypt-fgm/index.html
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