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It aiŵƐ to Ɛupport actiǀiƐtƐ, caŵpaignĞrƐ and graƐƐrootƐ organiƐationƐ ǁith 
thĞir adǀocacǇ, Ğducation and aǁarĞnĞƐƐͲraiƐing ǁorŬ, aƐ ǁĞll aƐ giǀing a 
ƋuicŬ oǀĞrǀiĞǁ oĨ thĞ ĨactƐ Ĩor ũournaliƐtƐ and intĞrnational organiƐationƐ 
ǁorŬing on thĞ iƐƐuĞ͘ It coŵpliŵĞntƐ ĞxiƐting inĨorŵation aďout &'D in 
�gǇpt͖ and aiŵƐ to ƐǇnthĞƐiƐĞ and ďring ŬĞǇ inĨorŵation togĞthĞr into onĞ 
placĞ͘ 

dhiƐ ďriĞĮng iƐ an outcoŵĞ oĨ dhĞ 'irl 'ĞnĞration Ɛ͛ dĞƐŬ rĞǀiĞǁ and 
conƐultation ǁith ĞxpĞrtƐ and ƐtaŬĞholdĞrƐ in �gǇpt, and ďringƐ in thĞ latĞƐt 
rĞƐĞarch aǀailaďlĞ Ĩroŵ othĞr ƐourcĞƐ͘ �nalǇƐiƐ and rĞcoŵŵĞndationƐ 
rĞŇĞct thĞ ǀiĞǁƐ oĨ ƐtaŬĞholdĞrƐ in �gǇpt, not oĨ dhĞ 'irl 'ĞnĞration alonĞ͘

About  th is  Br ief ing 

About  The  G irl  Generat ion:  Together  to  End  FGM
dhĞ 'irl 'ĞnĞration iƐ a coŵŵunicationƐ initiatiǀĞ, proǀiding a gloďal plaƞorŵ Ĩor galǀaniƐing, 
catalǇƐing and aŵpliĨǇing thĞ �ĨricaͲlĞd ŵoǀĞŵĞnt to Ğnd &'D, ďuilding on ǁhat haƐ alrĞadǇ 
ďĞĞn achiĞǀĞd͘ tĞ ƐĞĞŬ to inƐpirĞ organiƐationƐ and indiǀidualƐ, ĞƐpĞciallǇ Ǉouth, acroƐƐ thĞ 
ŵoƐt aīĞctĞd countriĞƐ in �Ĩrica and ďĞǇond, to Ğnd &'D in onĞ gĞnĞration͘ 

Egypt at a glance 
FGM Classifications in Egypt  
FGM in Egypt - the numbers 
Prevalance of different types of FGM 
Who is performing FGM and why 
National laws and policies 
National framework 
Communication on FGM 
Emerging issues and trends 
Gaps and opportunities

This country briefing provides up-to-date and easy-to-use facts 
and figures about Female Genital Mutilation (FGM) in Egypt 

I n  th is  Br ief ing
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What  is  FGM? 
&'D, alƐo rĞĨĞrrĞd to aƐ &ĞŵalĞ 'Ğnital Cuƫng (&'C), coŵpriƐĞƐ all procĞdurĞƐ that inǀolǀĞ partial or 
total rĞŵoǀal oĨ thĞ ĞxtĞrnal ĨĞŵalĞ gĞnitalia, or othĞr inũurǇ to thĞ ĨĞŵalĞ gĞnital organƐ Ĩor nonͲŵĞdical 
rĞaƐonƐ͘ &'D iƐ a Ĩorŵ oĨ ǀiolĞncĞ againƐt ǁoŵĞn and girlƐ͘ In ϮϬϭϮ, thĞ hE paƐƐĞd a rĞƐolution calling 
Ĩor a gloďal ďan on &'D͘ dhĞ intĞrnational coŵŵunitǇ rĞcĞntlǇ rĞƐolǀĞd to ĞliŵinatĞ &'D aƐ part oĨ thĞ 
^uƐtainaďlĞ �ĞǀĞlopŵĞnt 'oalƐ (^�'Ɛ) (dargĞt ϱ͘ϯ)͘

WHO classification of the types of female genital mutilation:1

Type I:
OŌĞn rĞĨĞrrĞd to aƐ clitoridectomy, thiƐ iƐ thĞ partial or total rĞŵoǀal oĨ thĞ clitoriƐ (a Ɛŵall, 
ƐĞnƐitiǀĞ and ĞrĞctilĞ part oĨ thĞ ĨĞŵalĞ gĞnitalƐ), and in ǀĞrǇ rarĞ caƐĞƐ, onlǇ thĞ prĞpucĞ (thĞ 
Ĩold oĨ ƐŬin Ɛurrounding thĞ clitoriƐ)͘

Type II:
OŌĞn rĞĨĞrrĞd to aƐ excision, thiƐ iƐ thĞ partial or total rĞŵoǀal oĨ thĞ clitoriƐ and thĞ laďia ŵiͲ
nora (thĞ innĞr ĨoldƐ oĨ thĞ ǀulǀa), ǁith or ǁithout ĞxciƐion oĨ thĞ laďia ŵaũora (thĞ outĞr ĨoldƐ 
oĨ ƐŬin oĨ thĞ ǀulǀa)͘

Type III:
OŌĞn rĞĨĞrrĞd to aƐ infibulation, thiƐ iƐ thĞ narroǁing oĨ thĞ ǀaginal opĞning through thĞ crĞaͲ
tion oĨ a coǀĞring ƐĞal͘ dhĞ ƐĞal iƐ ĨorŵĞd ďǇ cuƫng and rĞpoƐitioning thĞ laďia ŵinora, or laďia 
ŵaũora, ƐoŵĞtiŵĞƐ through Ɛtitching, ǁith or ǁithout rĞŵoǀal oĨ thĞ clitoriƐ (clitoridĞctoŵǇ)͘

Type IV:
dhiƐ includĞƐ all othĞr harŵĨul procĞdurĞƐ to thĞ ĨĞŵalĞ gĞnitalia Ĩor nonͲŵĞdical purpoƐĞƐ, 
Ğ͘g͘ pricŬing, piĞrcing, inciƐing, Ɛcraping and cautĞriƐing thĞ gĞnital arĞa͘

EGYPT  AT  A  GLANCE
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Key  events  in  the 
Movement  to  end  FGM

&'D iƐ outlaǁĞd in �gǇpt͘

�uĞ to a nuŵďĞr oĨ dĞathƐ oĨ girlƐ 
undĞrgoing &'D, WĞnal CodĞ iƐ 
aŵĞndĞd to ŵaŬĞ &'D a ĨĞlonǇ and 
incrĞaƐĞ pĞnaltiĞƐ͘ 

DiniƐtrǇ oĨ Wuďlic ,Ğalth iƐƐuĞƐ  
a dĞcrĞĞ againƐt inĮďulation  
(dǇpĞ III &'D)͘

ZatiĮcation oĨ thĞ ConǀĞntion oĨ  
thĞ ZightƐ oĨ thĞ Child͘

�ĞcrĞĞ paƐƐĞd Ĩorďidding &'D  
ďĞing pĞrĨorŵĞd in goǀĞrnŵĞnt 
hoƐpitalƐ and priǀatĞ clinicƐ͘  
Eational Council Ĩor Childhood  
and DothĞrhood launchĞd͘

Eational Council Ĩor Childhood  
and DothĞrhood dĞǀĞlopƐ  
&'DͲ&rĞĞ sillagĞ ŵodĞl͘

&irƐt conǀiction oĨ a doctor  
Ĩor pĞrĨorŵing &'D͘ EĞǁ ConƐtitution oĨ �gǇpt iƐ 

dĞǀĞlopĞd͖ thiƐ iƐ ďaƐĞd on IƐlaŵic 
^haria principlĞƐ and coŵŵitƐ to 

Ğnding all ĨorŵƐ oĨ diƐcriŵination 
and ǀiolĞncĞ againƐt ǁoŵĞn, and to 

achiĞǀing ĞƋualitǇ ďĞtǁĞĞn  
ŵĞn and ǁoŵĞn͘

�gǇpt ratiĮĞƐ thĞ  
ConǀĞntion Ĩor thĞ �liŵination  
oĨ �ll &orŵƐ oĨ �iƐcriŵination  

�gainƐt toŵĞn, hoǁĞǀĞr doĞƐ  
Ɛo ǁith rĞƐĞrǀationƐ Ɛtating that 
IƐlaŵic ^haria taŬĞƐ prĞcĞdĞncĞ͘

Eational daƐŬ &orcĞ �gainƐt &'D 
ĞƐtaďliƐhĞd to conduct rĞƐĞarch, 

Ɛupport nĞtǁorŬƐ, and ĞncouragĞ 
dialoguĞ on &'D͘ 

Eational Council Ĩor toŵĞn 
ĞƐtaďliƐhĞd ďǇ WrĞƐidĞntial dĞcrĞĞ͘ 

ECt Ɛ͛ aiŵ iƐ to addrĞƐƐ iƐƐuĞƐ  
ĨacĞd ďǇ �gǇptian ǁoŵĞn  

including &'D and othĞr ĨorŵƐ  
oĨ gĞndĞrͲďaƐĞd ǀiolĞncĞ͘

�gǇptian DiniƐtrǇ oĨ ,Ğalth and 
Wopulation (DO,O) ďanƐ ŵĞdical 

practitionĞrƐ Ĩroŵ pĞrĨorŵing &'D͘
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GREATEST  
NUMBER  OF  
WOMEN  &  G IRLS

FGM IS  H IGHLY  
MED I CAL ISED

OVER MILLION
WOMEN & GIRLS17FGM 

PREVALENCE

87%

70% GIRLS ARE CUT 
BETWEEN THE 
AGES OF 9-12 
YEARS

WHO  HAVE  EXPER IENCED  FGM  
IN  ANY  COUNTRY  IN  AFR I CA

NEARLY 4 OUT OF 5 INCIDENCES 
OF FGM ARE PERFORMED BY A 
HEALTH  PROFESSIONAL 
THIS HAS INCREASED FROM 1 IN 
EVERY 2 INCIDENCES IN 1995

OVER

FGM IN  EGYPT  - THE  NUMBERS
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54% of the population support 
the continuation of FGM 

FGM IS  H IGHEST  AMONGST  
POOREST  GROUPS  AND  MORE  
PREVALENT  IN  RURAL  AREAS  

Almost half of
the population
want FGM 
to end

HOWEVER,  PREVALENCE  IS  NOT  
DECREAS ING  AT  THE  SAME  RATE  
AS  ATT I TUDES  TOWARDS  FGM

SUPPORT  FOR  
END ING  FGM  
HAS  INCREASED  
OVER  THE  PAST  
TWENTY  YEARS

FGM IN  EGYPT  - THE  NUMBERS
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PREVALENCE  OF  FGM  
ACCORD ING  TO  PLACE  
OF  RES IDENCE

URBAN GOVERNORATES - 74.5%

CAIRO

UPPER EGYPT - 92.1% 

FRONTIER GOVERNORATESLOWER EGYPT - 86.9% 
No reliable data

86.9% 

74.5% 

92.1% 

Dap data proǀidĞd ďǇ Ϯϴ doo DanǇ

PREVALENCE  BY  LOCAT ION
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FGM is a deeply rooted cultural practice in Egypt.

Why  FGM  is  performed

CoŵŵunitǇ tiĞƐ arĞ ǀĞrǇ Ɛtrong, ǁith a grĞat dĞal oĨ Ɛocial 
prĞƐƐurĞ aƩachĞd to thĞ continuation oĨ norŵƐ and ǀaluĞƐ, and 
iŵportancĞ placĞd on rĞputation oĨ thĞ ĨaŵilǇ in thĞ ĞǇĞƐ oĨ 
nĞighďourƐ and thĞ coŵŵunitǇ͘ &'D iƐ part oĨ thĞƐĞ norŵƐ͘ 

Marr iage 
&'D in �gǇpt iƐ oŌĞn pĞrĨorŵĞd aƐ a ŵĞanƐ to 
control ǁoŵĞn͛Ɛ ƐĞxualitǇ and to ĞnƐurĞ that  
thĞir ǀirginitǇ rĞŵainƐ intact until ŵarriagĞ͘ In 
ŵanǇ coŵŵunitiĞƐ, &'D iƐ a prĞrĞƋuiƐitĞ Ĩor 
ŵarriagĞ aƐ a ǁaǇ to ĞnƐurĞ that a ǁoŵan͛Ɛ  
ǀirtuĞ iƐ unďlĞŵiƐhĞd͘ 

C ult ure  and  my t h 
&'D continuĞƐ to ďĞ ƐĞĞn aƐ a girl͛Ɛ initiation  
into ǁoŵanhood͘ DǇthƐ Ɛurrounding thĞ  
practicĞ alƐo pĞrpĞtuatĞ it ʹ onĞ ĞxaŵplĞ in  
�gǇpt iƐ that a clitoriƐ ǁill groǁ to thĞ ƐiǌĞ  
oĨ a pĞniƐ iĨ &'D iƐ not pĞrĨorŵĞd͘ 

H ygie ne  and  aes t he t i cs 
In ƐoŵĞ coŵŵunitiĞƐ, ĞxtĞrnal ĨĞŵalĞ gĞnitalia arĞ 
conƐidĞrĞd dirtǇ and unhǇgiĞnic, aƐ ǁĞll aƐ uglǇ and 
unappĞaling͘ &'D iƐ practicĞd ďǇ ƐoŵĞ coŵŵunitiĞƐ 
in �gǇpt, particularlǇ ŵorĞ aŋuĞnt onĞƐ, to ŵaŬĞ 
gĞnitalƐ ͚nĞatĞr͛ and ŵorĞ aĞƐthĞticallǇ appĞaling͘

Rel igio us  reaso ns 
�lthough &'D iƐ not ĞndorƐĞd ďǇ ĞithĞr IƐlaŵ or 
ChriƐtianitǇ (thĞ ŵaũor rĞligionƐ in �gǇpt), rĞligiouƐ 
doctrinĞ iƐ oŌĞn uƐĞd to ũuƐtiĨǇ thĞ practicĞ͘

Se xual  pur i t y
Iŵportant to �gǇptian ŵĞn iƐ thĞ concĞpt oĨ 
͚Ƌuaŵa͛ (protĞction) and ŵanǇ ŵĞn ǀiĞǁ &'D aƐ 
part oĨ protĞcting ǁoŵĞn and thĞir ĨaŵilǇ againƐt 
ǁoŵĞn ďĞing ͚oǀĞrƐĞxĞd͛͘ �ccording to thĞ �gǇpt 
,Ğalth IƐƐuĞƐ ^urǀĞǇ ϮϬϭϱ, ϰϵй oĨ ŵĞn and ϰϯй oĨ 
ǁoŵĞn ďĞliĞǀĞ that &'D prĞǀĞntƐ adultĞrǇ͘ 

www.thegirlgeneration.org
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Nat ional  framework

NGOs Coalition Against FGM/C  ʹ an ĞxpĞrt nĞtǁorŬ 
ĨoundĞd in ϮϬϭϭ, ŵadĞ up oĨ oǀĞr ϭϮϬ organiƐationƐ Ĩroŵ 
ǀariouƐ ƐĞctorƐ ǁhich adǀoͲcatĞƐ to Ğnd &'D through 
aǁarĞnĞƐƐ raiƐing and ĞngagĞŵĞnt ǁith thĞ ŵĞdical 
ƐĞctor͘

� nuŵďĞr oĨ INGOs arĞ actiǀĞlǇ ǁorŬing to Ğnd &'D 
in �gǇpt and haǀĞ ďĞĞn doing Ɛo Ĩor ŵanǇ ǇĞarƐ͖ thĞƐĞ 
includĞ Wlan InͲtĞrnational, CaritaƐ, 'irlƐ Eot �ridĞƐ, and 
ŵanǇ othĞrƐ͘

Population Council haƐ conductĞd a grĞat dĞal oĨ 
rĞƐĞarch on &'D in �gǇpt, including itƐ 2016 report on 
thĞ ŵĞdicaliƐation oĨ thĞ practicĞ͘ 

A number of government institutions have 
contributed to the campaign to end FGM in Egypt
Ministry of Health and Population  ʹ haǀĞ plaǇĞd an 
inƐtruŵĞntal rolĞ in chaŵpioning thĞ antiͲŵĞdicaliƐation 
ŵoǀĞŵĞnt͘  

dhĞ UN agencies Ɛupporting thĞ aďandonŵĞnt oĨ 
&'D arĞ thĞ hE&W�, hEIC�& and thĞ torld ,Ğalth 
OrͲganiǌation͘ dhĞ hEIC�&ͲhE&W� :oint WrograŵŵĞ on 
&'DͬC iƐ ǀĞrǇ actiǀĞ in �gǇpt͘

The National Population Council Ͳ rĞƐponƐiďlĞ Ĩor 
dĞǀĞloping thĞ Eational ^tratĞgǇ Ĩor thĞ �ďandonŵĞnt 
oĨ &'DͬC in ϮϬϭϯ, and Ĩor thĞ EaͲtional DĞdia Caŵpaign 
in ϮϬϭϱ ĞntitlĞd ͚�nough &'D ,͛ and ĞƐtaďliƐhing �octorƐ 
�gainƐt &'D͘ 

National Council for Childhood and Motherhood Ͳ 
ĞnƐhrinĞd ďǇ thĞ ConƐtitution aƐ an indĞpĞndĞnt council 
ǁorŬing to Ğnd &'D͘ 

Approaches  to  end ing  FGM  in  Egypt 

Ant i-Med ical isat ion  
dhĞ Eational Wopulation Council ĞƐtaďliƐhĞd �octorƐ �gainƐt 
&'D ǁhich ǁorŬƐ to raiƐĞ aǁarĞnĞƐƐ aŵongƐt thĞ ŵĞdical 
coŵŵunitǇ aďout thĞ harŵƐ oĨ &'D͘ dhiƐ approach iƐ gaining 
ƐoŵĞ traction acroƐƐ thĞ countrǇ͘ &olloǁing a ŵĞĞting organiƐĞd 
ďǇ hE&W� and thĞ  �raď ^tatĞƐ ZĞgional OfficĞ, ǁhich diƐcuƐƐĞd 
thĞ rolĞ oĨ doctorƐ in coŵďaƫng &'D,  thĞ �gǇptian �octorƐ 
^ǇndicatĞ rĞlĞaƐĞd a ƐtatĞŵĞnt dĞclaring a coŵŵitŵĞnt to taŬĞ 
part in coŵŵunitǇ aǁarĞnĞƐƐ prograŵŵĞƐ, to ĞducatĞ doctorƐ 
on thĞ lĞgal ĨraŵĞǁorŬ around &'D and to plaǇ an actiǀĞ  
rolĞ in Ğnding &'D͘

Rel ig ious  Leaders  engagement 
dhĞ CĞntrĞ Ĩor �gǇptian toŵĞn >Ğgal �ƐƐiƐtancĞ (C�t>�) 
haǀĞ ďĞĞn ǀĞrǇ actiǀĞ in Ğngaging rĞligiouƐ lĞadĞrƐ to ďĞcoŵĞ 
changĞ agĞntƐ in �gǇpt͘ C�t>� haǀĞ iŵplĞŵĞntĞd a nuŵďĞr 
oĨ training prograŵŵĞƐ ǁith iŵaŵƐ and priĞƐtƐ, ǁhich includĞ 
diƐcuƐƐion on ǁhat &'D iƐ, itƐ harŵĨul ĞīĞctƐ, and thĞ potĞntial 
oĨ rĞligiouƐ lĞadĞrƐ to rĞducĞ prĞǀalĞncĞ͘

The Egyptian 
Doctors 

Syndicate 
released a 
statement 

declaring a 
commitment to 

ending FGM

www.thegirlgeneration.org
http://www.popcouncil.org
https://www.popcouncil.org/uploads/pdfs/2016RH_EndMedFGM-Egypt.pdf
http://www.npc.gov.eg
http://www.nccm-egypt.org/index_eng.html
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dĞlĞǀiƐion iƐ oǀĞrǁhĞlŵinglǇ thĞ ŵoƐt popular 
ŵĞdiuŵ Ĩor coŵŵunicationƐ in �gǇptϵ  ʹ it iƐ 
ǁatchĞd at an alŵoƐt uniǀĞrƐal ratĞ acroƐƐ thĞ 
countrǇ ďǇ ϭϱͲϱϵ ǇĞarͲoldƐ ǁith ŵiniŵal ǀariancĞƐ 
acroƐƐ dĞŵographic groupƐ liŬĞ gĞographǇ or 
ǁĞalth͘ In ϮϬϭϱ, ϴϬ͘ϲй oĨ ǁoŵĞn and ϵϬ͘ϯй oĨ 
ŵĞn ǁho had rĞcĞiǀĞd inĨorŵation aďout &'D 
rĞcĞiǀĞd it ǀia tĞlĞǀiƐion, ŵaŬing it onĞ oĨ thĞ ŵoƐt 
ǀital rĞƐourcĞƐ Ĩor thĞ Ğnd &'D ŵoǀĞŵĞnt in thĞ 
countrǇ͘ Eational Wopulation Council haƐ ŵadĞ thĞ 
ŵoƐt oĨ thiƐ rĞƐourcĞ through itƐ Eational DĞdia 
Caŵpaign oĨ ϮϬϭϱ, ͚�nough &'D͛ Ͳ a tĞlĞǀiƐion 
adǀĞrtiƐing caŵpaign͘

>itĞracǇ iƐ not uniǀĞrƐal in �gǇpt, ǁith ǁoŵĞn 
ŵaŬing up thĞ diƐproportionatĞ aŵount oĨ thĞ 
illitĞratĞ population͘ �Ɛ a rĞƐult, ds and ǀidĞo arĞ 
ŬĞǇ to rĞaching thĞƐĞ ǁoŵĞn͘ dhĞ E'OƐ Coalition 
�gainƐt &'DͬC iƐ highlǇ actiǀĞ on Ɛocial ŵĞdia 

Commun icat ion  on  FGM

Emerg ing  Issues  &  Trends

med ical isat ion  of  FGM   
dhĞ ŵĞdicaliƐation oĨ &'D iƐ an ĞŵĞrging 
and incrĞaƐing trĞnd in �gǇpt͘ DĞdicaliƐation 
iƐ dĞĮnĞd ďǇ &'D ďĞing carriĞd out ďǇ 
hĞalth pĞrƐonnĞl and or in a hĞalth ĨacilitǇ͘ 
OĨ ǁoŵĞn in �gǇpt agĞd ϭϱͲϰϵ ǁho haǀĞ 
undĞrgonĞ &'D, oǀĞr ϯϯй haǀĞ had it 
pĞrĨorŵĞd ďǇ a doctor, nurƐĞ or othĞr 
ŵĞdical proĨĞƐƐional͖ coŵparĞ thiƐ againƐt 
girlƐ agĞd ϭͲϭϰ and thĞ ratĞ oĨ ŵĞdicaliƐation 
incrĞaƐĞƐ to ϲϳй Ɛhoǁing a ŵarŬĞd trĞnd 
toǁardƐ thĞ practicĞ ďĞing pĞrĨorŵĞd ďǇ 
ŵĞdical practitionĞrƐ͘ �octorƐ �gainƐt &'D, 
a prograŵŵĞ run ďǇ thĞ Eational Wopulation 
Council in partnĞrƐhip ǁith thĞ DiniƐtrǇ oĨ 
,Ğalth and Wopulation and hE&W�, rĞportƐ 
that doctorƐ oŌĞn lĞarn dirĞctlǇ Ĩroŵ ͚�aǇaƐ ,͛ 
or traditional practitionĞrƐ, ǁho haǀĞ no 
Ĩorŵal ŵĞdical training͘ϭϬ

T.V. Advertising

80.6% of women and 90.3% 
of men who had received 

information about FGM 
received it via television

and ŵaŬĞƐ good uƐĞ oĨ ǀidĞoƐ aƐ an incluƐiǀĞ ǁaǇ 
to ƐharĞ ƐtoriĞƐ and ĞngagĞ ǁith pĞoplĞ Ĩroŵ all 
ďacŬgroundƐ in �gǇpt͘ 

^ocial ŵĞdia alƐo plaǇƐ a largĞ rolĞ in Ɛocial 
and political ŵoǀĞŵĞntƐ in �gǇpt ʹ it plaǇĞd an 
inƐtruŵĞntal rolĞ during thĞ �raď ^pring and 
continuĞƐ to ďĞ a ŵĞdiuŵ uƐĞd ŵoƐt ĨrĞƋuĞntlǇ ďǇ 
Ǉouth͘
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dhĞ �gǇptian goǀĞrnŵĞnt haƐ aƩĞŵptĞd to ƐtĞŵ 
thĞ ŵĞdicaliƐation oĨ &'D in �gǇpt through thĞ 
ϭϵϵϲ ďan againƐt pĞrĨorŵing &'D in a goǀĞrnŵĞnt 
hoƐpital or clinic and thĞ ϮϬϬϴ ďlanŬĞt ďan on &'D͘ 
�ut loopholĞƐ Ɛtill ĞxiƐt that alloǁ thĞ practicĞ 
to continuĞ͘ dhĞ ϮϬϬϴ laǁ rĞƋuirĞƐ that ŵĞdical 
proĨĞƐƐionalƐ rĞport anǇ caƐĞƐ oĨ &'D that thĞǇ 
coŵĞ acroƐƐ, hoǁĞǀĞr thĞrĞ iƐ Ɛtill no laǁ ƐpĞciĨǇing 
that pĞrĨorŵing &'D conƐtitutĞƐ a ŵĞdical 
ŵalpracticĞ͘ DĞdical proĨĞƐƐionalƐ, ĞƐpĞciallǇ thoƐĞ 
in rural arĞaƐ, haǀĞ Ğconoŵic prĞƐƐurĞƐ ǁhich 
ĞncouragĞ thĞŵ to continuĞ thĞ practicĞ ʹ thĞǇ 
dĞpĞnd on ďĞing accĞptĞd in coŵŵunitiĞƐ to haǀĞ 
nĞǁ patiĞntƐ and thĞrĞĨorĞ thĞir liǀĞlihoodƐ͘ IĨ a 
doctor iƐ not ǁilling to pĞrĨorŵ &'D, ĨaŵiliĞƐ could 
ŵoǀĞ to a nĞǁ doctor͘  &or rural doctorƐ, Ğnding 
&'D ŵĞanƐ puƫng Ǉour liǀĞlihood at ƐtaŬĞ͘ 

dhĞrĞ arĞ Ɛtill loopholĞƐ in thĞ laǁ that alloǁ thĞ 
practicĞ to continuĞ͘ dhiƐ iƐ a gap that �octorƐ 
�gainƐt Cuƫng, IE'OƐ and othĞr groupƐ arĞ 
ǁorŬing to cloƐĞ through ƐĞnƐitiƐation trainingƐ ǁith 
ŵĞdical proĨĞƐƐionalƐ, aƐ ǁĞll aƐ ǁith coŵŵunitǇ 
groupƐ͘ Duch oĨ thĞ ǁorŬ dĞďunŬƐ thĞ ŵǇth that 
&'D iƐ ƐaĨĞ iĨ it iƐ pĞrĨorŵĞd ďǇ a doctor͘  dhĞrĞ iƐ 
no ŵĞdical procĞdurĞ Ĩor &'D that a doctor can ďĞ 
trainĞd in Ͳ  thĞ practicĞ ǁill alǁaǇƐ ďĞ iŵproǀiƐĞd 
and thĞrĞĨorĞ unƐaĨĞ͘

Gaps  and  Opportun it i es
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